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Nicaragua: High-level Contra Delegation Will Be Sent To
Managua For Cease-fire Negotiations
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At an Oct. 15 news conference in Washington, the six directors of the contras' umbrella organization,
known as the Nicaraguan Resistance, told reporters that they are planning to send a high-level
delegation to Managua before Nov. 7 in hopes of negotiating a cease-fire directly with the Sandinista
government. The contra leaders said their move was "proof positive" that they "are willing to
walk the extra mile for peace, even at the risk of our personal safety." While the precise makeup
of the delegation has not yet been decided, the contra leaders said it would include several of their
number, a bipartisan US congressional delegation and other US observers, international supporters
of the peace process and key journalists. The directors said they have requested Cardinal Miguel
Obando y Bravo, leader of Nicaragua's Roman Catholic Church, to serve as an intermediary in
arranging the talks with the Nicaraguan government. The Cardinal serves as chairman of the
Nicaraguan National Reconciliation Commission established under the regional peace plan signed
by the five Central American presidents on Aug. 7. In a statement, the contra leaders said the
presidents of El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala and Costa Rica, have been informed of their
proposed trip and support it, as do members of the US Congress. Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, one of
the Resistance directors, said if the Sandinistas did not want to be responsible for the failure of the
peace plan, "they will have to talk to us." Adolfo Calero, head of the contras' main army (Nicaraguan
Democratic Front-FDN, based in Honduras), said the contras' position was that the Sandinistas
must negotiate directly with their leadership, not with contra field commanders. Nor will the contras
accept the Sandinista offer of amnesty, he said. "In order to accept amnesty," Alfonso Robelo
explained, "you have to have committed a crime, and we have committed no crime because it is not
a crime to fight for freedom." Robelo said he was "willing and eager" to travel to Nicaragua to test
the intentions of the Sandinistas. He said it was most likely that three members of the directorate
would go to Managua, and three would remain outside the country. The contras do not wish to
disband, said Robelo, in case the Sandinistas do not comply with the terms of the regional peace
accord.
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